
Cycle A 

 

 

 

Autumn  Christmas 

Knowing Yourself Talents and Powers 
I am Henry Finch 

Alexis Deacon 

 Super Milly and the 
Super School Day 

Stephanie Clarkson 

Billy and the Beast 
Nadia Shireen 

Anansi  
Gerald McDermott 

 
Christmas/Winter 

stories/poetry. 
Guidebooks – How to Think 

Timetables, thought-bubbles, lists, 
commands, letters of advice.   

Alternative character version  
Letters of encouragement, retellings, 

song lyrics, job applications. 

Own version ‘defeat a monster’ 
narratives. 

Wanted posters, summaries, character 
descriptions, recipes. 

Booklets about spiders 
Labels and captions, call and response 

poems, descriptive posters, simple 
explanations.  

Spring 1 Spring 2 

Free to be me Nature and the Planet 
 
 
 

Reception 

Ning and the 
Night Spirits 
Adriena Fong   

 Leo and the Octopus 
Isabelle Marinov 

        
The Sea Saw 
Tom Percival 

 
The 

Extraordinary 
Gardener 

Sam Boughton 

Information texts about night 
spirits Posters, advice letters,   

party invitations 

Fact file 
This is me! Posters, letters of advice, 

factual descriptions, logbooks 

 
Year 1  Application Unit: 

The big bad wolf 
Small Pets 

Nocturnal Animals. 

Own version narrative 
Writing in role, notes of advice, missing posters, 

diary entries, letters of thanks. 

Narrative inspired by the original text 
Labels, letters of advice, instructions, 

narratives. 

Summer  

Perfect Fit Sharing and Caring 
Weirdo 

Zadie Smith and Nick Laird 

Lubna and Pebble 
Wendy Meddour 

Hairy Maclary from Donaldson’s 
Dairy 

 Lynley Dodd 

Or Beegu 
Alexis Deacon 

Instructional guides to being brave 
Writing in role, letters, labels and captions, 

narrative retellings. 

Own version gifting narratives 
Labels, thank you notes, speech bubbles, 

advice, postcards, instructions. 

Alternative version narratives 
Character descriptions, writing in role, letters, 

leaflets 

Own version ‘alien’ narratives 
Descriptions, commands, letters, 

nonsense word dictionary, poems, non-
fiction reports. 



 

Cycle B 

Autumn  Christmas 

Wild Things Knowing Yourself 
Where the Wild 

Things Are 
Maurice Sendak 

Cave Baby 
Julia Donaldson and 

Emily Gravett 

Halibut Jackson 
David Lucas 

The Magic Paintbrush 
Julia Donaldson and Joel 

Stewart 

 
The Jolly 

Christmas 
Postman – 

letters to Santa 

Own version ‘wild thing’ narratives 
Labels, captions, oral re-telling, 

developing a new character. 

Narrative Retellings 
Labels and captions, informal letters. 

Narrative sequels 

Signs and labels, captions, invitations, 
thought bubbles, advertisements, 

letters of advice. 

Own version ‘overcoming’ tales 
Thought bubbles, labels, oral re-telling, 

writing in role, thank you letters.  
 

Spring 1 Spring 2 

Magic and Imagination Friends and Family 
 
 
 

Reception 

 Little Red  
Lynn Roberts 

and David 
Roberts 

 Stanley’s Stick 
John Hegley and Neal 

Layton 

 

                       
The Odd Egg 
Emily Gravett 

 
Yeti and the Bird 

Nadia Shireen 
 

Alternative character versions 
 Labels, notes of advice, 

adverts. 

Own version narratives 
Retellings, descriptions 

Year 1  Application Unit: 
Toys in Space 

Toy Man 

Egg-spotter’s guide (non-chronological 
reports) 

Thought and speech bubbles, diaries, letters, 
instructions (how to look after an egg) 

Own version narratives about unlikely 
friendships 

Lists of rules, letters, postcards, character 
descriptions.  

Summer  
Fantasy Journeys Fabrics and Materials 

The Night Pirates 
Pete Harris and 

Deborah Allwright 

Lost and Found 
Oliver Jeffers 

Oi! Frog 
Kes Gray and Jim Field 

Iggy Peck Architect 
Andrea Beatty and 

David Roberts 

‘How to be a pirate’ guides 
Letters, labels and captions. 

Own version losing/finding narratives 
Character descriptions, retellings, advice, 
instructions, non-chronological reports. 

Own version rhyming narratives 
Posters of rules, rhyming flipbooks, questions, 

labels and captions 

Fact files 
Labels, character comparisons, character 

descriptions, building descriptions, posters. 


